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Date: Sunday morning, 20th August 2017 

Sermon Title: Life Apps - Encouragement 

Preached by: Jeremy Rensford 

 

Big Idea/Sermon focus: 

 Specific: We can each “come alongside” another. 

 General: Highlighting the amazing impact of Encouragement as it revitalises all 

aspects of our community’s lives. 

Key Scripture/s for Small group members to read: 

 Acts 9:20-28 

 Acts 11:19-26 

Summary / Things to note: 

 Acts 9:20-28 

Background: 

Saul (apostle Paul) had been transformed from radical anti-Christian to one of 

them. 

When Saul tried to join up with Christians in Jerusalem, they were paranoid about 

trusting him, knowing his past.  They wouldn’t accept him. 

He needed help… 

 

 Acts 11:19-26 

Background: 

The Jerusalem Christians have been under persecution and have had to flee to 

other places to be safe.  They preach as they go.  This is how the Christian church 

spread. 
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Questions for Small Group Discussion: 

Acts 9:20-28 

1)  How would you describe the first days of Saul’s Christian life? (v20-22) 

 

2)  Did it stay like this?  If not, what happened and how must Saul have felt? Put 

yourself in his shoes (v23-26) 

 

3) How do you think God used Barnabas to make a difference for Saul? (v27) 

 

4) What difference did it make? (v28) 

 

5) What might have happened if Barnabas didn’t step in and “encourage”. 

 

Acts 11:19-26 

1) What would it be like to be persecuted for our faith? (v19) 

 

2) Barnabas gladly went to help the Greeks (Gentiles).  What does that tell us about 

him?  What about our church today (immigrants / other people groups), how can 

we be like Barnabas?  (v20-22) 

 

3) What sort of effect did the "son of encouragement” have on the Antioch church? 

(v23&24) 

 

4) Ongoing relationship is a powerful part of Christian life – what do you see in Verses 

25&26? 

 

Personal Challenge & Questions: 

1) What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon by Jeremy and why? 

 

2) Since Sunday’s sermon, who here may have made a conscious effort to go out and 

try encouraging someone? 

 

3) Tell us about it? 

 

4) What did you notice (if anything) happened as a result for you and/or the person 

you encouraged? 

 

5) Can you remember receiving some encouragement?  What was it like?  How did 

you feel as a result? 

 

6) Are you a good encourager?  Is this something that comes naturally or is difficult?  

Etc. etc. 

 


